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' Discussions 
Cult and culture are the first 
two points in Peter maurin's pro- 
gram for the Catholic Worker move- 
ment. Therefore, Mass is celebra- 
ted every Friday night (unless 
otherwise noted) at the Worker 


house, 713 Indiana (one block north 


of University), at 8:00 PM. Fol- 
lowing the liturgy, ‘discussions 

~ take place (in Peter's phrase, 
"clarification of thought"). All 
are welcome. Upcoming discussions 
are as follows: 


Dec. 28: No discussions-Action 
at S.A.C. Air base 

Jan. 4: "Paul Jacobs and the 
Nuclear Gang" video 
‘tape fron J&P Cen. 

Jan. 11: Update on Nicaragua and 
-Human Rights in Central 

America, by Tim Brenann 

Jan. 18: War Without Winners" the 
movie. 

Jan. 25: Writings of St. John of 
the Cross by Patience 
Garvey 


Feb. 1: S.A.C. a regional concern. 


Discussions lead by par- 
ticipants of weekend in 
D.™. from Omaha,Ames and 
Ta. City. . 

Feb. 8: Resistance & Contemplat- 
ion by Gary Severin 
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IMMANUEL. 


by Tim Brennan 


What is it that we can find to 
celebrate in Christmas? On the one 
Side we are assaulted by the gaudy 
materialism of our culture's an- 
nual orgy of consumerism. From the 
other we hear only the platitudes 
of bourgeois piety. And more of- 
ten than not, these two attitudes 
are completely reconcilable, since 
the one makes no conplaint against 
the other. But if we look to what 
is really being affirmed in Christ- 
mas, the incarnation of God, we re- 
alize that it has to do with neither 
our materialism nor our religiosity. 
Rather, it is another celebration 
of Christian folly--to believe that 
God could become human, that the 
creator has thrown in his lot with 
his creatures, that God's salvation 
is not to be sought from above, but 
from below, in humankind and in hu- 
man history. ,It is this then that 
we as Christians must glory in at 
Christmas, and it is here that we 
must*continue to seek the Christ 
who is God incarnate. 


If it is Immanuel, God-with-us 
that we seek, why do we look to 
heaven for him? The radical mean- 
ing of the incarnation is that the 
salvation of the world is to be 
sought in the world, and that just 
as God has committed himself to hu- 
manity, so must we commit ourselves 
to this same humanity--to the suf- 
fering and injustice which is life 
me so many of our brothers and sis- 

ers. 


And so, in this time of. wait- 
ing, we must ask ourselves, where 


are we expecting to find the Christ? . 
_Can it be that the God who would 


choose to become a homeless and 
vulnerable child would now be found 
in either the shopping centers or 
the church buildings of the rich 


and powerful? Would he not, rather,’ 


be found in the homeless, the hun- 
gry, the powerless victims of our 
society's greed and power? And is 
this not also where we should be 
found expecting him?- 
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mortality of humanity, and the fra- 
gility of all life. In the Ash 
Wednesday service, they recall the 
words of Genesis, "In the sweat of 
your face you shall eat bread till 
you return to the ground, for out 
of it you were taken; you are dust 
and to dust you shall return." Those 
who debate SALT II are so removed 
from the realities of the Bomb and 
human life. They misuse and invent 
words to suit their own abstract 
arguments and statistics for and 
against SALT, never questioning 
what those statistics stand for, 
the human destruction of the nuclear 
- bomb. ' The White House is a Dis- 
neyland ‘of high protocol, an impreg- 
nable facade that makes any effort 


attention to it during the regular 
question and answer period. she 
would then ask a question of Carter 
concerning first-strike. Our plan 
was that her mention of my prior 
disruptive action would draw more 
attention to her question and per- 
haps someone would be induced to 
listen to our concern, and maybe 
even take it seriously. As I ar- 
rived in D.C. on flight 666 of Uni- 
ted, I had to decide what I wanted 
to say and how I wanted to say it. 

I spent that night before the brief- 
ing with friends at Jonah House in 
Baltimore. We strategized late into 
the night. We felt that a short, 


Sonny Goes to Washington 


by Frank Cordaro 


I did not go looking for an 
invitation to the White House, it 
came to me. A few. days before 
Thanksgiving, I received a mailgram 
from an assistant to the President 
inviting me to the White House for 
a briefing on SALT II with Presi- 
dent Carter and Mr. Brzhezinski. 
“At first, I thought it was a joke, 
but after some investigation it be- 
came clear that the invitation was 
on the level. What could I say by 
going to D.C. that could shed light 


Because SALT II permits great growth 
in nuclear arsenals, it legitimizes 
the weapons race, which the Vatican 
has said "is to be condemned unre- 
servedly" (Message to United Nations 
April “7, (976). 

I decided to go. While I was 
tm the process of making up my mind, 
the staff here at the C.W. had al- 
ready taken the initiative. They 


got me a half-fare ticket from Rev. 
Chet Guinn. I was only $137 from 
making the trip. We jointly made 


disruptive statement would not be 
enough wnless we could do something 


on the darkness of the SALT II 
debate? 
that the SALT II treaty is a pro- 
‘gressive step towards "arms con- 
trol." (Not DISARMAMENT... The Pen- 
tagon is expert a misleading us 
with euphemisms.) This is a lie. 
The size of our mutual nuclear ar- 
senals and the forth-coming tech- 
nological improvements makes any 
agreement that does not decrease 
the number of nuclear weapons and 
halt the technological improvements 
Pro-Bomb and Anti-Human! As Sen. 
Hatfield stated before the Senate, 
"In the years which will be covered 
by the SALT II treaty, up to 1985, 
the possible use of nuclear weapons 
will become a more likely rather 
than a less likely event...With 
first-strike and counterforce wea- 
pons on both sides, the strategic 
environment will become increasing- 
ly insecure; the world will become 
increasingly insecure; the world 
will become less safe." I stand 
with Bishop Gumbleton of Detroit 
who is also against ratifying SALT 
as it presently stands. "SALT II 
is not a first step out of an evil 
Situation," Bishop Gumbleton says. 


We have been led to believe 


an effort to ask friends to help 
out with the rest. We did not want 
to take the needed funds from the 
general C.W. account because we felt 
that some of our friends who assist 
us in the work of hospitality would 
not agree to having our general 
funds used in this way.: (Besides, 
we didn't have enough anyway.) 
Once we began asking friends, we 
had no trouble raising the money ~ 
needed to make the trip. I wish to 
thank the twelve different people 
and groups that helped me financial- 
ly; your support gave me heart. 
Before I left for D.C.:, I had 
already decided to say in some cre- 
ative way that SALT II was not e- 
nough. I also knew that whatever I 
did would surely be construed as 
disruptive. I might easily be writ- 
ten off as a crackpot. Consequent- 
ly, I had prearranged to meet with 
Sherry Hutchison, who was also go- 
ing to the briefing from Des Moines, 
a half hour before we were to be 
let in to the White House. Sherry 
and I share similar views on SALT. 
We planned that, whatever I did as 
a creative witness, she would call 


symbolic along with ‘the statement. 
A symbol could stand on its own if 
need be, and be explained later. 
Ashes speak to the 


chose ASHES. 


nt 


to speak the truth only look strange 
and rude. Those ashes spilled be- 
fore the President and before the 
nation were a reminder and a warm 
ning. A reminder of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, where our nation's use of 
nuclear weapons instantaneously 
vaporized tens of thousands of hu- 
man beings who did not have to diet 
Was it also efare boding of our own 
future? My ashes were also a war- 
ning that if we do not reverse our 
nuclear ways, the quest to make nu- 
clear weapons usable in a first- 
strike or counterforce capacity will 
come home to roost with Mr. Carter 
or any president who follows his 
path in the form of unimaginable 
human death and destruction. It is 
a risky thing to stand up in front 
of the President of the United 
States and spill a bag or ashes be- 
fore the whole country. It is hard 
to overcome the shock that people 
may experience at such behavior. 
Yet the truth of those ashes stood 
above the “poor manners and breed- 
ing"of one Frank Cordaro. Those 
ashes stand on their own as remin- 
der, warning, and perhaps judge- 
ment for a future that cannot co- 
exist with the Bomb. I stand be- 
hind my deed. It speaks for itself. 
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. fitted from the sale of the Ira- What should be clear from the the SALT II treaty. I speak in so- 


nian oil. (To say nothing of the 


subsequent embassy burnings in Pa- 
U.S. oil companies who purchased 


lidarity with Frank Cordaro, ny 
kistan, Libya and the events of 


dear friend from Des Moines who 


more on S.A.L.I- 


This letter is from a let- 
ter to the editor of the Dubuque 
Telegraph and Herald by Joanne 
Hall, a member of the Dubuque 
Catholic Worker. 


What can be said about our ex- 
perience as Americans in the light 
of the recent events in the world? 
What is the meaning for us, as per- 
sons, of the anti American back- 
lash of the past few weeks? 

I am one who grew up with the 
Vietnam war on television. I have 
not seen things getting better and 
better in this country. Now al 
watch with apprehension as the me- 
dia escalates the situation in Iran 
by sensational reports. I see the 
foreboding symptoms of another ex- 
acerbation of the U.S."s major ill- 
ness--militarism. We are perhaps 
the most "defensive" nation on 
earth. 

Two years ago I saw some Ira- 
nian students demonstrating in Des 
Moines at Carter's visit to Vets 
auditorium. They shouted "The shah 
{is a U.S. puppet." Since then I 
have learned that the words they 
- ghouted were true. The shah, for- 
+ified by SAVAK and enough arms 
- from the U.S. to make Iran the 


fourth largest military power in 


the world, conducted a repressive 

- regime against the Iranian people 
{n which perhaps hundreds of thou- 
' Sands of Iranians were tortured, 
imprisoned or killed. Many of | 
these were the brightest universi- 
+y students. While many Americans . 
fancy Iranians as wealthy "hoarders 
of oil, most are simply poor, A 
few rich and powerful people, the 
shah, for example, actually bene- 


4+ and sold it to the consumer at 


unheard of profits.) 


Certainly the fate of the 50 
hostages is a desperate and tragic 


situation. My empathy lies with 
the families of these people who 
are faced with a trade-off of their 
loved ones for the shah's welfare. 
Those families probably weep when 
fat senators spout off about mili- 
tary action that should be taken to | 
gave the "honor and integrity of 
this fine country,”"not caring about 
a “handful" of faceless hostages 
who might surely die if this tack 
is taken. 


this week in Puerto Rico, is that 
the “American Problem" is not 1i- 
mited to Iran. The United States 
is known among its “colonies" and 
"friendly" right wing dictatorships 
as the protector of the rich, for- 
tifier of the military and sadly-- 
the enemy of the poor. Painting 
editorial pictures of Ayatollah 
Khomeini as a "satanic swami" will 


stood up in the White House last 
week to say, "SALT II is a lie. We 
are developing first strike capa- 
bilities. Mr. Carter knows this. 
He's not telling you this." 

SALT IZ.is only a guarantee 
that the U.S...and USSR can contin- 
ue to accelerate the arms race to 
develop every conceivable design 
for implenents of death, to the tune 


not change this fact. 


Ask the poor 
of El Salvador, Nicaragua or Boli- 
via whose weapons are used to re- 
press them, to shoot them down as 


they leave their churches. "U.S.A." 
will be the answer. Tons of mili- 
tary technology and hardware have 
been exported to protect the 
"rights" of multinational corpora- 
tions to exploit the world’s poor 
abroad, while the welfare system ex- 
ploits the poor at home. 

The clearest, obnoxious exam- 
ple of the deceptive sell-job that 
has been foisted on the American 
people in the name of "defense" is 


of 4.9 bombs per day, costing $100 
billion over the next decade. The 
cruise missile, the M-X, the Tri- 
dent submarine will all be added to 
the ungodly arsenal of items whose 
only purpose is to kill large num- 
bers of human beings at once and to 
contaninate and desolate chunks of 
the planet, if not to bring total 
destruction at once of everything 
that is life as we know it. 

What is the meaning of this 
insanity? What is the ugly truth 
that Americans will not face? While 
we are presently feeling the pinch 
of "not having enough"--oil, etc., 
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the fact is we have already taken 
too much of what belongs to others 
in the world. The only way to stop 
is stop. Stop the arms race, stop 
the horror. Stop the unending ex- 
pansion of this economy into the 
bellies of the Third World peoples. 
Repent. Change. 

This is why I am a Catholic 
Worker, why I believe in Christia- 


nity. Because it is the only way 
that ny experience as an American 
has meaning. To be a Christian 
means to live with the poor, to be 
for the poor. and the oppressed, and 
to suffer with them. There is no 
other way. This is the cross and 
the promise of life. It is diffi- , 
cult to distort and twist one's I'm sitting on the couch look- 


vision away from this fact. ing around at our livingroom and r 
diningroom. The middle of this couch Pick her up first. That baby brought 


is my favorite space in the whole more smiles to our guests and com- 
house. This is where I sit when I'm munity than Tim's cooking; and 
talking with our guests, unless some- that's a lot of smiles! 

one else is sitting there. To my left The rest of Granny's kids, 

is Vyrta whose house caught fire a known to us as Waylon's wailers from 
week ago. While waiting for her their happy noise, liked to amuse 
son-in-law to make repairs she likes themselves all over the house, 

to sit in a not well padded chair Annette,l1; Rex,10; and Vichela,8; 
nearest the stairs and the front could be found dancing together in the 
door. She is old, 83 to be exact, foyer or arguing. in the kitchen, 

and a slow,careful walker. From this They often goofed around in the base- 
chair she shares one-liners with us. ment either stacking canned goods or 


ON HOSPITALITY 


by Brent Vanderlinden 


~*~ 


Vargaret, who has been with us just goofing around, 
for a month and generally sits at the 
end of the other couch, is presently 
across the room from me smoking a 
cigarette at the dining table. ~*~ 
She has just finished helping with 
the breakfast dishes. You might say 
this is her morning space. At one 
o'clock or just after lunch she will 
walk to the Post Office and see if 
her check has come yet. "Well, the 
mail is dreadfully slow these days 
now, isn't it?" t'argaret posts her- 
self by the larp and ashtray in the 
afternoons and evenings. She also 
insistantly sleeps there on the 
couch at nights. She is very com- 
fortable there. 

“rg. Waylon, who came to Des 
*‘oines from St. Louis with her four 
grandchildren, liked to spend her 
spare moments at the near end of the 
dining table. There she played sol- 
itare and sewed moving every now and 
again to climb the stairs and change 
baby Kiki's diapers. Little one-year- 
Kiki also had her favorite place to 
be. She would toddle around the room, 
arms stretched out and head thrown 
back, just waiting to see who would 


In the dining 
room they giggled all through 
the evening meals. And once for 
their antics they were sent up to 
bed earlyy-but that was only 
once. The Waylons were with us 
for a whole glorious month and 
were the liveliest guests we've 
had since I've been here. 

The kitchen is a popular 
area for many of our guests. ., 
Chris and Betsy in particular 
came alive in the kitchen. I+ 
was while we were doing dishes 
that Betsy told us how she kid- 
napped Chris at a party in Salt 
Lake City. "I haven't let loose 
of him yet:'Chris snickers,real- 
izing he hasn't been trying too 
hard to escape from her either. 
They are at ease here. 

I get the most joy out of 
providing hospitality when our 
guests are happy and comfortable. 
We can't heal their troubles or 
bring them very far up from the 
underside of our ‘affluent society' 
but at least we can offer them 
some brief relief and maybe a 
chance to laugh. 
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On December 28-29, members of 
Serpents and Doves Community in 
Omaha and the Des Moines Catholic 
Worker, and friends from other 
surrounding areas, will remember 
the feast of the Holy Innocents. 
by being present in witness against 
another, present-day, corruption 
of power which threatens the inno- 
cent of the entire world, the Stra- 
tegic Air Command (S3A.C.) Head- __ 
quarters in Omaha, and the incredi- 
ble capacity for devastation which 
it commands. 

In a letter to the commander 
of S.A.C. Headquarters, General Ri- 
chard R. Ellis, and to all who con- 
tinue to hold the innocent of the 
world hostage to nuclear terror by 
their active or passive consent to 
US and Soviet militarism, the mem- 
bers of our communities wrote: 

"The feast of the Holy Inno- 
cents (Decenber 28) serves to re- 
mind us of two things: the vulnera- 
bility of children, and the expen- 
dability of children when power be- 
comes a priority over them. 

"The story of Herod's massacre 
of the innocent is perhaps 4 forgot- 
ten tale to many of us now, but its 
meaning should not be. Upon hear- 
ing of the birth of the Christ child 
and sensing in that a threat to his 
dominion, Herod set out to rid the 
world of Christ. His method was a 
simple one: annihilate every male 
child under the age of two. No 
matter if the children were rich or 
poor. No matter that they had done 
no wrong. The only thing that mat- 
tered to Herod was power. In the 
light of such a priority, the chil- 
dren were faceless and nameless-- 


Herod's 
massa- 


of little significance. 
priority.made for an easy 
cre. 

look a- 


our pri- 


"“Yany years later we 
round us and wonder about 
orities. We see billions of dol- 
lars going into machinery of war 
and the preservation of our world 
dominion. We hear lip service 
being paid to the preciousness of 
all life but see only more missiles 
and bombs being made. We are pro- 
mised that better days are coming 
but see only THE CO‘MING OF NUCLEAR 
HOLOCAUST . 

"We appeal to you as parents 
and children, friends and neigh- 
bors, brothers and sisters. We 
love our children and wish a fu- 
ture for them--a future free from 
the terrorism of bomb-laden govern- 
ments contenplating massacre on a 
scale Herod could never have 
dreamed possible." 

The letter goes on to ask that 

General Ellis meet with a delega- 
tion from our group on Saturday. 
The action will begin the night be- 
fore with a vigil and with prayer 
at the entrance to the base. The 
next day will involve a funeral 
procession to the base and street 
theatre, again at the entrance to 
the base. Then, hopefully,’ we will 
have a chance to meet and dialogue 
with the general. Our purpose is 
to ask him to resign his post as 
commander of S.A.C. Headquarters 
and join us in the work of peace- 
making. Depending on the outcome 
of this dialogue, of course, we will 
either celebrate, or continue our 
witness against the base by means 
of direct, non-violent actions. 
The following page presents the re- 
quests which we, in the name of the 
present and potential innocent vic- 
tims of the arms race, have presen- 
ted to Gen. Ellis. 

Let us all pray that, in spite 
of the militaristic hysteria that 
seems to have gripped our nation in 
recent weeks, this season may yet 
be one of peace and justice. 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 


WHEREAS 
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TO GENERAL ELLIS: 


a national ‘defense system’ which is based on maki c 

t ‘ dible our 
ability and willingness to destroy millions of itr 
immoral and spiritually etic ee ar Be ne 


this "defense system’ which is based on M.A.D. (Mutual A 

MAD. (1 ssured 
Destruction) has engaged other nations in a costly arms race which 
uses a major portion of the earth's resources so desperately 
needed by millions of our starving brothers and sisters, and 


the arms race fuels our current inflation and pours 
4 cent 
every federal’ tax dollar into the Pentagon, and a qua 


Pope Paul VI urgently called us to build peace: "Wh 

E é ether or not 
the time seens right we call on all Christians to denounce mnan- 
kind's scientific preparations for its own denise." And 


he likewise decried the bombing of Hiroshina as a “butchery of un- 


told magnitude" and said, “the arns r = 
ee rvediatuane Fi ace must be condemned unre- 


our arsenals' potential for nass destruction defies the grimme 
mmest 
imagination, with a capacity equal to 615,000 Hiroshima ey and 


a new generation of missile systems (counterforce) is changin, 
nuclear strategy and increasing the likelihood of nuclear ware and 


under SALT II the arsenals of both the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. will 

; oot 9.0K. al 

eee siete a. a quentey and quality: (the U.S. will pioanes 
ar bombs twice as fast as at 

2.2 bombs per day 4.9), and ah sy 


Pope John Paul II and President Carter warn us of the r 
e eal da 
of “nuclear holocaust" and “nuclear annihilation", and pase 


S.A.C. (Strategic Air Command) is the command 

i me mr post for unleashi 
upinee se ple and unconscionable devastation te life on our aie 
S.A.C. is located in our back yard, 


WE, BELIEVING THAT IN A UNIQUE WAY THE ARMS RACE REFLECTS THE HEART 


OF THE SPIRITUAL CRISIS OF THIS CENTURY, FEARFUL FOR OUR OWN LIVES 
LIVES OP ADDITIONAL “{ILLIONS, AND ATTE’PTING TO FAITHFULLY GIVE ATSNESS Hue) 
THE GOD WHC HAS GIVEN US LIFE AND WHO CALLS US TO BE PEACE-MAKERS AND, DE- 
DICATED AS WE ARE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF NON-VIOLENCS, CALL UPON YOU GENERAL 
ELLIS, IN THE NAME OF GOD, COUNTRY AND HUMANITY: : 


FINALLY, 


-.TO RECOGNIZE YOUR PERSONAL ROLE AND “ORAL RESPONSIBILITY 


IN THE AR"S RACE DESCRIBED BY POPE v "E 
PONEGAnY, PAUS VI AS A "“ACHINE 


-TO DENOUNCE THE ARS RACE: 
--TQ ANNCUNCE YOUR RESIGNATION AS S.A.C. COMMANDER; 


-».TO SUBSEQUENTLY DO ALL IN YOUR POWER TO SLOW DOWN, STOP, 


AND REVERSE THE AR’'S RACE WHICH THREA' . 
one Wranrust TENS TO CLAIM US AS 


WE REQUEST THAT YOU RECEIVE OUR DELEGATION ON DECEMBER 29, 1979, 


AT WHICH TIVE WE WOULD LIXE TO ENTER INTO DIA 
THES PEER ERS T DIALOGUE WITH YOU CONCERNING 
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CHRISTMAS 


by Kris Kringle 


Two thousand years ago, Christ 
was born in a little village called 
Bethlehem. God chose to partake of 
our humanity so that you and I 
might partake of God's divinity. 
God desires to give no less than 
Godhead. All that we have and know 
(and a great deal more as well) is 
God's gift, freely given. (Let me 
interject here that the greatest 
gifts and gains and values are the 
furthest from being appreciated.) 
All of this happened, as I said, 
some two thousand years ago. 
“Today, December 1979, we com- 
-‘memorate and celebrate God's gift. 
Made as we are in God's image, God's 
gift-giving strikes a responsive 
chord in us. Like the Magi, we 
have, for lo these many years, in 
deference to customs hoary with 
tradition, exchanged gifts at - 
Christhas time. Deplorable beyond 
describing, however, the gifts we 
exchange are not, unlike God's, 
gifts of self, but far too often 
are items readily purchasable in 
the markets of the consumer soci- 
ety. Rather than give of ourselves, 
we sell ourselves to vicious soci- 
etal structures (ephemeral though 
they be) so as to earn money where- 
with we may buy presents of baubles 
and brummagem banalities. What 


takes place, it pains me to say, 
is that one crass hand expectantly 
washes the other. Reciprocation. 
Tat for tit. 

Dug more radically, compre- 
hended more completely, the gift of 
Christ's life would help us to know 
how to give presents to one ano- 

her more worthy of our lofty na- 
tures and smacking less of the 
meretricious mendacities of the mar- 
ketplace. It is important to re- 
member that Jesus worked most of 
his miracles for and spent most of 
his time with the poor, the out 
cast, those at the bottom of soci- 
ety's barrel. The multiplication 
of fish and loaves, as well as the 
wisdom contained in his parables 
and teachings found their widest 
acceptance in the large and penu- 
rious crowds following him hope- 
fully. The corporal and spiritu- 
al works of mercy were the mea- 
sure. of Christ's giving and should 


be the measure of our own. 


Ht WORKS TRY 
HED NIE TIUNGRY 
CLOTHE NAKED: 
NEDRINK st 


THIRSW-VISI IE 


happening 


by Frank Cordaro 


The Alternatives to Prisons 
Conference was held at the Hotel 
Savery Dec. 3 and 4. About 220 peo- 
ple were present for the nany talks 
and seninars. The Worker house 
served as a clearing house for nany 
of the folks who attended the con- 
ference fron out of town. ‘ary 
“tuldoon of the Kansas City (Kansas) 
C.W. and Fr. Jack Real of Rock Is- 
land stayed at our house, along with 
Sue Baungarth and Ted Warnbrandt, a 
frequent but welcone guest. After 
the Tuesday afternoon sessions, 
Frank Chapnan of the National Alli- 
ance Against Racist and Political 
Repression shared with a number of 
us the history of the Alliance and 
its present goals. This helped us 
focus on what we can be doing here 
in D.M. and gave Jamal a boost to 
continue his good efforts. Anyone 
interested in the Alliance should 
call Janal Long at 243-8110. 


The Iowa Citizen/Labor Energy 
Coalition released its conprehen- 
sive energy bill at a press con- 
ference Dec. 7 at the Iowa Federa- 
tion of Labor offices here in D.M. 
The bill is asking for a number of 
improvenents in the regulation of 
public utilities, including setting 
up a consumer utility council out 
of the attorney general's office, 
requiring the election of the Con- 
merce Connission, prohibiting the 


shutting off of utilities between — 
Novenber and May, establishing life- 
line rates, and nany other itens. 
The Coalition is planning a mass 
lobbying effort for Feb. 14. For 
more infornation about the Iowa Ci- 
tizen/Labor Energy Coalition, which 
represents 27 groups with over 
200,000 constituents, contact’Tani . 
Lusconbe, Chairperson, PO. Box 2765, 
Sioux City, “Iowa 51106, ph. (712) 
258-3244, 


A local chapter of Physicians 
for Social Responsibility has been 
started here in the Des “Joines area. 
They hope to educate their col- _ 


leagues and the public to the ned- 
ical inplications of nuclear tech- 
nology. Anyone interested in hel- 
ping this group should contact 
Navid Drake at 288-0751, or Lydia 
Caros-Barrett at 277-2018. 


Menbers of the Catholic Worker 
and the Des “oines Alliance Against 
Racist and Political Repression ccn- 
fronted Gov. James Hunt of North 
Carolina after a speech he gave to 
the National Council of Chief State 
School Officers here in Des Moines 
on Nov. 12. Hunt continues to re- 
fuse to pardon Rev. Ben Chavis and 
the Wilmington Ten. The recent 
paroling of Chavis does not absolve 
the injustice of the jailing of 
Chavis and the other nine victims 
of the Wilmington frame-up. . We 
want to thank Janal Long for aler- 
ting us to the Governor's talk. 
Anyone interested in nore informa- 
tion on the Wilmington Ten should 
get in touch with Janal Long of the 
D.M. Alliance Against Racist and 
Political Repression here at the 
Justice and Peace Center. 


The Conference of Iowans to 
Reverse the Arms Race was.a great 
success here in D.Mi The key spea- 
kers were Randy Forsberg of the Re- 
search Institute for Defense and 
Disarnanent Studies in Boston; 
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Gene LaRocque, Rear Admiral, USN 
(ret.); and Dr. Bernard Feld, who 
worked on the “anhattan Project and 
who is presently editor of the Bul- 
letin of Atonic Scientists. Much 
was learned and nany were encouraged 
by the alternatives available to 
people here in the D.M. area. A 
Political Action Comnittee is being 
started as a result of the confer- 
ence. Anyone interested should 
contact Chuck Day at 276-5060. 


The Religious Delegation to 
Marion Prison was finally allowed 
into Marion Federal Prison on Nov. 
20. Led by Bishop Dingman and four 
religious leaders, the delegation 
was permitted to visit the whole 
prison, including the control unit. 
After the visit the five delegates 
released a statement criticizing 
the prison's “continued use of 
closed front cells," and stated that 
the control unit's purpose, "which 
is containment rather than rehabi- 
litation, works against the best . 
interest of persons...Our visit 
raised serious doubts about the ad- 
visability of continuing this hou- 
sing unit [the control unit]." The 
delegation recommended a Congres- 
sional hearing to investigate the 
control unit. On Wednesday “orning 
Dec. 10, Bishop Dingnan shared his 
experience at Marion with about 25 
local people who are interested in 
the Marion Control Unit issue. The. 
group. affirmed the Bishop in his 
active role in trying to bring this 
issue to national proninence. Any- 
one interested in sore infornation 
on the Marion Control Unit and on 
the struggle to get it closed should 
drop by the Justice and Peace Cen- 
ter at the Ligutti House. 


A coalition known as "Iowans 
for the Hatfield Anendnent" ga- 
thered at noon in the lobby of the 
Federal Building on Dec. 3. The 50 
people listened to rnusic by Bill 


Connet, and sone introductory con- 


‘nents were nade by Rev. Chet Guinn. 


A statenent was then read by Jacquee 
Dickey and given to representatives 
fron the D.“. offices of Senators 
Culver and Jepsen. The group was 
forned after Sojourners nagazine 
called for a national day of actions 
throughout the country to show sup- 
port of the Hatfield Amendment to 
the SALT II treaty. The Hatfield 
Amendment would freeze both U.S. 
and Soviét arsenals at current le- 
vels. . It would direct negotiators 
to nutually prohibit further test- 
ing or developnent of any new stra- 
tegic weapons systens, and would 
prevent deploynent of any addition- 
al nunber of weapons beyond what 
each side possesses now. For those 
of us who were at the Federal Buil- 
ding that afternoon and for the 
~any hundreds of others across the 
country, the Hatfield Anendment of- 
fers the only avenue for debate on 
SALT II. The treaty as it stands 
is grossly inadequate, since it 
still allows for the continued es- 
calation of the arms race. 


The Iowa Center for Local Self- 
Reliance has a position open for an 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for anyone whois 
interested and qualified. The star- 
ting salary is $7200-10 ,800 and is 
negotiable. The job involves run- 
ning an organization devoted to al- 
ternative energy, food production, 
and community independence. The dir- 
ector will implement solar hands- 
on workshops, community education, 
fundraising projects, and will re- 
cruit and direct a volunteer staff. 
Administrative and organizing abi- 
lity are required. Resumes should 
be sent to 3500 Kingman, Des “oines 
50311 .before Feb. 15. 


People: Peter has just re- 
located again, this tine to the 
baseient of the Ligutti House, to 
help .ake roon for the newest sen- 
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ber of the staff, Patience Garvey. 
Patience comes to us y way of the 
Davenport C.W. We also have been 
goeened wets the early arrival Gary 

everin. ary comes our way b 

of Yakima, Washington. He 1s 4 “iad 
priest and has taken a sabbatical 
for the next few months. We are 
Planning to have weekly Masses on 
Tuesday afternoons at 5:00 for the 
house and anyone interested in drop- 
Ping by. Brent is our Mr. Fix-it, 
and his pre-Christnas project is to 
insulate Ligutti House and the 
Doyle Hansen House for Ex-offenders, 
Bob Cook's new hospitality house. 
Peter, who has left the employ of 
the railroad, is hoping to help him 
on this project. Tin, freshly off 
his Thanksgiving adventure, is back 
at the every day work of hospitali- 
ty. Hopefully he will find time to 
get this Via Pacis out before _. 
Christmas--he did such a g00d job 
last tine. Sherri and Jenny are in! 
and out, helping with hospi tality 
and peace and justice work. Mike 
and Lydia Caros-Barrett have become 
regular helpers. Drop by Sunday 
nights if you want to meet them and 
conta good peas They've offered 

epare our Sunday suppers. We © 

had to say good-bye to Pisti Paw 


lich and Jean F erickson this 
past month, They were two VISTA's 
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‘in Des Moines who became very good” 


friends of the house. Good luck. 
Outside’ of the ten seconds of in- 
tensive exposure in D.C., I have 
been trying to catch up with desk 
work. I have also been trying my . 
hand at substitute teaching for a. 
little cash for presents at Christ- 
mas time. . 

Anong the interesting tidbits 
we learned about each other on staff 
day were some of the aliases that 
have been attached to some of us at 
various tines. As a special Christ- 
mas fund raising effort we have se- 
lected the best and offer them to 
you in the first (annual?) Match a 
Catholic Worker with their Nick- 
nane Contest. You nay enter as of- 
ten as you like. ‘“erely natch the 
Worker with his or her past or pre- 


“gent nickname, and send it in with 
a donation. 


! Each winner, will re- 
cieve a can of canned corn. (How's 
that for incentive?) Go ahead, 
take a crack at it. Good luck and 
Merry Christmas! 


Peter * * "Tiny" 
Frank * * "Scout® 
Patience * * "Bertha” 
Tim * ae “Goo” 
Gary kas * "Red" 
Sherri * * "Sonny" 
Brent % * "Goober" 
Jvenny * * "Pasha" 
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